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PREFACE 
 
Both legislative mandates and societal demands have driven the increased necessity for an integrated approach 
to language arts skills.  To that end, this curriculum strives to address all of the identified skill areas targeted in 
the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards (CCCS), the federal requirements established under No 
Child Left Behind (NCLB), and the needs of everyday, reality-based communication.   
 
It must be understood that the purpose of this curriculum is to be a general guide to both the specific language 
arts skills as well as the other curricula in which those skills should be implemented.  It would be 
counterproductive to ignore the expertise and competence of the individual classroom teachers.  Nevertheless, 
everyone benefits when instruction is codified, thereby ensuring continuity, eliminating redundancy, and 
facilitating a more comprehensive mastery of both the individual skills and the curricula in which those skills 
are essential. 
 
In order to achieve the learning targets stated within this curriculum, individual teachers must teach relevant and 
age-appropriate language arts skills, demonstrate their application in a variety of areas, and most importantly, 
hold the students accountable for consistently applying those skills.  Contrary to previously held educational 
philosophies, current thought and practice recognizes that language arts skills do not exist, nor can they be 
taught, in a vacuum.  In order for those skills to have relevance, they must be applied outside the language arts 
classroom. Although this may sound like a daunting task, in actuality it simplifies instruction by allowing the 
teacher to target standards from many disciplines with one activity.   The true measure of successful instruction 
is when students readily and instinctively apply their acquired language arts skills across the curricula and in 
their everyday lives. 
 

GENERAL GOALS FOR LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

• Speaking- Students should be able to express their thoughts verbally in a clear, concise, animated 
manner before a variety of audiences and for a variety of purposes. 

 
• Listening- Students should be able to demonstrate actively that they can interpret, evaluate, and 

appropriately respond to information given orally in a variety of settings.  
 
• Writing- Students should be able to write in a clear, concise, and organized style that reflects an 

awareness of a specific audience and a specific purpose. 
 
• Reading-Students should be able to comprehend a variety of materials utilizing various reading skills 

including but not limited to word attack skills, context clues, and phonics.  
 

• Thinking-Students should be able to demonstrate progressive use of critical thinking skills through their 
growing sophistication in speaking, listening, writing, and reading. 
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GRADE 2 

UNIT TITLE Reading Literature & Informational Text 

Time frame Marking Periods 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Global Awareness 
• Environmental Literacy 
• Creativity and Innovation 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• ICT  
• Social and Cross-Cultural Skills 

 
For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration  Social studies, math, technology, drama 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Literature of different genres contains various 
story elements to be recognized and analyzed. 

• Read with purpose and understanding when 
reading self-selected literature. 

• Various reading strategies will help students 
with comprehension, recall, analysis and 
evaluation of grade-level literature, including 
short stories, fables, folktales and poetry. 

• Application of reading strategies improves 
student ability to determine and describe the 
literary elements of literature in depth. 

• How does understanding various types of literature help a 
student to better understand its meaning? 

• Can students identify, analyze, and respond to the 
elements of structure in short stories, fables, folktales, and 
poetry? 

• Can students apply what is learned from recall, analysis 
and evaluation of short stories and poetry into their own 
writing? 

• How does fluency affect comprehension? 
• How can students use knowledge of certain historical, 

scientific and technical events enhance their understanding 
of literature? 

• How can students draw outside connections to characters 
in literature? 

• Can students choose literature that is appropriate for their 
reading level and facilitate the student’s ability to make 
meaning of it? 

• How does one conduct research on a single topic? 
• Can students make various inferences using textual 

evidence and provide supporting evidence? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Ask “How?”, and 5-W questions in interpreting texts. 
• Retell stories with main ideas and key details from a text that has been read independently and as a whole class. 
• Discuss underlying themes or messages in literature and draw conclusions and inferences. 
• Analyze the point of view of characters and how it contributes to the underlying theme or message of the story. 
• Identify structure and elements of literature, including story elements and in poetry and songs. 
• Make personal connections to events or experiences in a text. 
• Use pictures and context clues to understand characters, setting and plot. 
• Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 
• Know the difference between fictional and nonfictional text (fantasy vs. reality). 
• Independently read grade-level text with increased accuracy, fluency, and expression to support comprehension (90 

wpm by the end of the year) 
• Interpret information in graphs, charts, and diagrams and how it clarifies the meaning of the text. 
• Participate in creative responses to texts (e.g. dramatizations) 
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Story Elements  Story Genres Literary Devices  Skills 

• Setting (where and when) 
• Plot/Main idea 
• Characterization (traits, 

motivations, feelings) 
• Conflict (major problem or 

problems) 
• Climax 
• Resolution 

• Folktales 
• Fables 
• Poetry 
• Mystery 
• Adventure 
• General fiction 
• Biography 
• Social Studies texts 
• Historical texts 
• Science/technical 

texts 
 

• Central message 
• Points of view 
• Intonation and inflection 

of voice  
• Good vs. Evil 

(protagonist vs. 
antagonist) 

• Rhythm 
• Alliteration 
• Rhyme 
• Dialogue 
 

• Recognize different 
genres 

• Engage in group reading 
• Retell key details 
• Demonstrate knowledge 

of a central message 
• Compare/contrast 
• Identify word meanings 
• Summarize 
• Connecting 
• Cause/effect 
• 5 W’s & H 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 
3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 
4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song. 
5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action. 
6. Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue 
aloud. 
7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 
9. Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures. 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading: Informational Text 
1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
2. Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text. 
3. Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 
5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 
information in a text efficiently. 
6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe. 
7. Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 
8. Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 
9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 
10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
• Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams. 
• Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. 
• Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
• Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences. 
• Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
• Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
• Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
• Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use 
linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or 
section. 
3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, 
use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 
5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing. 
6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 
8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
Speaking and Listening 
1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  
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• Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about 
the topics and texts under discussion). 

• Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others. 
• Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion. 

2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a 
topic or issue. 
4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 
5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify 
ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 
• Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish). 
• Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
• Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 
• Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
• Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the 

movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy). 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 
• Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
• Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 
• Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). 
• Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
• Compare formal and informal uses of English. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
an array of strategies. 

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
• Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 
• Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional). 
• Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; 

bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). 
• Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy). 
• Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, 

scrawny). 
6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs 
to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 
• Use of technological skills 
• K-W-L Chart 
• Story Mapping 
• Teacher Read-Aloud 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read aloud in various formats (i.e. pairs, groups) 
• Class discussions  
• Video presentations 
• Story maps/Graphic Organizers 
• Interactive whiteboard activities 
• Homework  
• Research data using Internet and other informational resources 
• Write individually and collaboratively: book reports, summaries, oral 

presentation preparation materials 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
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• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/Classwork 

• Oral question responses 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 
• Graphic Organizers 

 

Suggested Resources 

Spotlight on Literacy, Macmillian/McGraw-Hill (1997) 
 
Suggested Literature: 
Fables: 

• The Blind Men and the Elephant (fable from India) 
• The Ant and the Grasshopper (Aesop’s) 
• The Hare and the Tortoise (Aesop’s) 

Folktales: 
• The Magic Paintbrush (Chinese folktale) 
• El Pajaro Cu (Hispanic folktale) 
• The Tongue-Cut Sparrow (Japanese folktale) 
• The Emperor’s New Clothes (Hans Christian Andersen) 

Poetry: 
• Smart (Shel Silverstein) 
• There was an Old Man with a Beard (Edward Lear) 
• Bee!  I’m expecting you (Emily Dickinson) 

   
Suggested Videos/Dramatic Performances: 

•  On the Right Track 
• Oh My Deer 

 
Student-selected Resources: 

• Fiction and Nonfiction Grade-Level Chapter Books -- (teacher-approved) 
 
Suggested Supplemental Resources: 

• Time for Kids magazine 
• Weekly Reader magazine 
• Evan Moor Daily Reading Comprehension Grade 2 
• Poetry Sites – Poetry4Kids (http://www.poetry4kids.com/poems) 
 

Leveled Books: 
Fountas & Pinnell   Letters J-M 
DRA Levels 18, 24, 28 
Rigby PM Benchmark 17-22 
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GRADE 2 

UNIT TITLE Vocabulary (in addition to literature and informational text) 

Time frame Marking Periods 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Productivity and Accountability 

For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social studies, science, mathematics 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Comprehension of text can be attained when the 
vocabulary is successfully decoded. 

• Writing has grade level potential when grade 
appropriate vocabulary is included. 

• How do I figure out a word I do not know? 

• How can students retain learned vocabulary and apply 
it to everyday reading and writing? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Decode grade-level vocabulary 
• Identify common literary terms (i.e.characters, heroes, heroines, narrator, actors, actresses, costumes, 

scenery, props, theatre, stage, audience, biography, autobiography, fiction, and nonfiction) 
• Know what prefixes and suffixes are and how they affect word meaning (e.g. Prefixes re-, -un, -dis; 

Suffixes -ment, -tion, -er/or, -less, -ly). 
• Apply context clues to define new terms 
• Know what homophones are (i.e. by, buy; hole, whole) and correct usage of homophones that 

commonly cause problems (i.e. their, there, they’re; your, you’re; its, it’s; here, hear; to, too, two) 
• Apply target vocabulary to everyday speaking and writing 

 

accident  
agree  
arrive  

astronomy  
atlas  

attention  
award  
aware  

balance  
banner  

bare  
base  

beach  

claw  
clear  
cliff  
club  

collect  
connect  

core  
corner  
couple  
crowd  

curious  
damp  

dangerous  

factory  
fair  

famous  
feast  
field  

finally  
flap  
float  
flood  
fold  

fresh  
frighten  

fuel  

local  
lonely  
luxury  
march  

mention  
motor  

nervous 
net  

nibble  
notice  
ocean  
pack  
pale  

shiver 
shy  
skill  

slight  
smooth 

soil  
stack  

steady  
strand  
stream  
support  

team  
telescope  

2nd Grade Vocabulary List 
(Word Up Project) 
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besides  
blast  
board  

bounce  
brain  

branch  
brave  
bright  
cage  
calf  

calm  
career  
center  
cheer  
chew  

dash  
dawn  
deep  

demolish  
design  
discard  

dive  
dome  
doubt  
dozen  
Earth  

enemy  
evening  
exactly  
excess  

gap  
gaze  
gift  

gravity  
greedy  
harm  
herd  
idea  

insect  
instrument  

invent  
island  
leader  
leap  
lizard  

parade  
past  
peak  

planet  
present  
proof  
reflect  
rumor  
safe  

scholar  
seal 

search  
settle  
share  
shelter  

tiny  
tower  
travel 

tremble  
universe  
village 
warn  
weak 

wealthy  
whisper  

wise  
wonder  
worry  
yard  

zigzag 

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Literature  
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. 
Reading: Informational Text 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Identify and know the meaning of the most common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 
• Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
• Decode multi-syllable words. 
• Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
• Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
• Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
• Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Speaking and Listening 
6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 
• Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
• Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
• Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
• Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 
• Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 
• Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
• Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
• Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
• Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
• Use commas in addresses. 
• Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
• Form and use possessives. 
• Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, 

happiness). 
• Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word 

parts) in writing words. 
• Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
• Choose words and phrases for effect. 
• Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
• Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, 

comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, heat/preheat). 
• Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, companion). 
• Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
• Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps). 
• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful). 
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• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, 
heard, wondered). 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 
spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Read aloud/choral reading in various formats, i.e., pairs, groups 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually using new vocabulary 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral responses 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Resources 

Practice Book- (Mcmillan Mc-Graw Hill-1997) 
Suggested Spelling/Vocabulary book: Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 3, Steck-Vaughn Company (2002) Challenge 
Words 
Word-of-the-Week Chart Set (Grade 2)  
Dictionary/Thesaurus 
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GRADE 2 

UNIT TITLE Grammar 

Time frame Marking Periods 1-4 

21st Century Themes 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Productivity and Accountability 
For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Technology 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Knowledge and application of proper grammar help 
to improve a student’s writing and speaking skills. 

• How do rules of language affect communication? 

• How can grammar skills improve verbal and written 
expression? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Identify and write simple and compound sentences. 
• Know the parts of speech and how they are used: regular and common irregular nouns, reflexive pronouns (e.g., 

myself, ourselves), verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. 
• Utilize correct end punctuation (period, question mark, exclamation point). 
• Apply rules of commas (i.e., in greetings and closings of letters). 
• Use correct capitalization (first word in a sentence, I, proper nouns, holidays, product names, and geographic names). 
• Form contractions using an apostrophe to commonly occurring possessives (i.e. cat’s collar). 
• Form past tense frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 
• Demonstrate knowledge of language and its conventions in writing, speaking, reading, or listening through writing. 

 

Content Standards 

Speaking and Listening 
6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 
• Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish). 
• Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
• Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 
• Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
• Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the 

movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy). 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 
• Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
• Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 
• Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). 
• Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
• Compare formal and informal uses of English. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from an array of strategies. 

• Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
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• Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 
• Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional). 
• Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; 

bookshelf, notebook, bookmark). 
• Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
• Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy). 
• Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, 

scrawny). 
6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs 
to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Video presentations 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Workbook practice and reinforcement 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 

Grammar Book- (Mcmillan Mc-Graw Hill-1997) 
Suggested Spelling/Vocabulary book:Spelling – Linking Words to Meaning, Level 2, Steck-Vaughn Company (2002) 
Zaner-Bloser Handwriting Level 2C 
Evan Moor Daily Language Review Grade 2 
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GRADE 2 

UNIT TITLE Writing 

Time frame Marking Period 1-4 

21st Century Themes 

• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication and Collaboration 
• Information, Media and Technology Skills 
• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy 
• Life and Career Skills 
• Productivity and Accountability 
• Leadership and Responsibility 
For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social Studies, Science, Math, Technology, Health 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas for 
thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic 
expression. 

• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that 
enables them to vary form and style, in order to write 
for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 

• How do good writers express themselves and how 
does the process shape the writer’s product? 

• How do writers develop a well written product? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to 

• Write narrative (speculative, personal narrative) stories including setting(s), character(s) and events. 
• Write explanatory (descriptive) stories including a beginning and ending sentence, facts and examples and 

steps (if applicable) 
• Compose opinion pieces, expressing a point of view, providing reasons and details. 
• Generate possible ideas for writing through talking, recalling experiences, hearing stories, reading, discussing 

models of writing, asking questions and brainstorming. 
• Revise drafts by rereading for meaning, openings and closings, organization and word choice and consistency 

of voice with peers and adults. 
• Review own writing with others to understand the reader’s perspective and to consider ideas for revision. 

 

Content Standards 

Writing 
1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use 
linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or 
section. 
3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 
5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing. 
6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
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7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 
8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
Language 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

• Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 
• Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish). 
• Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
• Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 
• Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
• Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the 

movie; The action movie was watched by the little boy). 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 
• Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
• Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 
• Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). 
• Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
• Compare formal and informal uses of English. 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities 
• Record information individually and collaboratively 
• Write individually and collaboratively 
• Video presentations 
• Self and peer critiques 
• Present written work 
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards 
• Research data using Internet and other informational sources 
• Responses to Literature 
• Writing Prompts 

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 
• Homework/class work 

• Oral question responses 
• Portfolio 
• Notebooks 
• Rubrics 
• Student self-evaluation 

 

Suggested Resources 
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• Strategies for Writers, Level A, Zaner-Bloser 
• Strategies for Writers, Strategy Practice Book, Zaner-Bloser 
• Daily 6-Trait Writing – Grade 2, Evan Moor 

http://www.evan-moor.com/Product.aspx?SeriesID=188 
• High Frequency Writing Words List (1-300) 
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GRADE 2 

UNIT TITLE Spelling, Phonics, and Sight Words 

Time frame  Marking Periods 1-4 

21st Century Themes Communication and Collaboration 
For details, view this link http://www.p21.org/documents/P21_Framework_Definitions.pdf 

Interdisciplinary focus and 
technology integration Social studies, science, technology, math, art, music, health 

 
Big Ideas  Essential Questions 

Rules and conventions of language help readers 
understand what is being communicated. 

• How do rules of language affect communication? 

• How do I apply rules of phonemes and graphemes to 
read text fluently? 

 

Learning Targets-students will be able to; 

• Use a dictionary to check and correct spellings about which he or she is uncertain. 
• Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words with long and short vowels. 
• Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. 
• Know that “y” can be a vowel that sounds like long “i” and long “e.” 
• Know how to read and spell vowel teams (i.e. ie, ai, ay, oa, ow, oe, ea, ee, ie, ey, oo, oi, oy, ow, 

ou, au, aw, augh, ew, ui, ue, eigh, igh, ough). 
• Know how to read and spell consonant teams (i.e. kn, ph, wr, mn, mb, dge, cle). 
• Decode multi-syllable words. 
• Read, understand and write contractions (i.e. isn’t, I’m, can’t, etc.) 
• Read and write common prefixes (i.e. re-, un-) 
• Read and write words with inflectional endings (i.e. –s, -ed, -ing, -er, -est). 
• Read 2nd grade sight words (See Project READ Phonics & Red Word Guide and Fry High 

Frequency Word List).   

 

Content Standards 

Reading: Foundational Skills 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

• Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
• Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams. 
• Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. 
• Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
• Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences. 
• Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

Speaking and Listening 
1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  

• Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time 
about the topics and texts under discussion). 

• Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others. 
• Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion. 

2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a 
topic or issue. 
4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 
5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify 
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ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. 
Language 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

• Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 
• Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
• Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 
• Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). 
• Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
• Compare formal and informal uses of English. 

 

Teaching Strategies/Procedures Learning Activities 

• Direct Instruction 
• Differentiated Instruction 
• Reinforcement and Remediation 
• Scaffolding 
• Modeling 

• Participate in Interdisciplinary Activities 
• Cooperative Learning Activities  
• Write Individually  
• Self-Corrections  
• Interactive whiteboard activities, individual white boards  

 

Differentiation 

• Dependent and independent group work 
• Diagnostic Assessment 
• Cooperative Learning (Flexible Grouping) 
• Peer tutoring 
• Tiered activities, assignments, and assessments 

• Hands-on activities 
• Kinesthetic Activities 
• Re-teach and enrichment activities 
• Study Guides 

 

Assessment 

• Formal and informal teacher observation 
• Test/Quizzes 
• Projects and reports 
• Class discussions/participation 

• Homework/class work 
• Oral question responses 
• Notebooks 

 

Suggested Resources 

• Project READ Volume 2 & 3-Lessons 21-43 
• High Frequency Writing Words List (1-300) 
• http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 
• Suggested Spelling Book:  Project READ Black Copy Master Spelling Lessons and Activities for Volume 1-3 
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2nd Grade Curriculum Requirements 
Using Project READ Phonics & Lesson Plans Book 

PHONICS & SIGHT WORDS (red words) 
5 Patterns to 
Determine Vowel 
Position 
Unit 22 

Patterns: VC|CV, V|CV, VC|V, VC|CCV, VC|CCCV, VCC|CCV 
Examples: VC|CV - hello, V|CV – music, VC|V – cabin, VC|CCV – pilgrim, VC|CCCV – instruct, 
VCC|CCV - landscape 
 

Y as a Vowel 
Unit 23 

Skill: y as a vowel 
Red Words (sight words): where, there 
 

Vowel Teams 
Unit 24 - 25 
 

Skill: īe, āi, -āy, ōa, -ōw, -ōe, ēa, ēe, īe, -ēy 
Red Words (sight words): whom, does 
 

Schwa 
Unit 26 
 

Skill: -ĕa 

Ending Consonant 
Blends 
Unit 27 - 28 
 

Skill: -le, -cle, -dge 
Red Words (sight words): done, one, through, thought, great, other, eye 
 

Vowel Dipthongs 
Unit 29 - 31 
 

Skill: vowel dipthongs, oo, oi, oy, ow, ou 
Red Words (sight words): mother, father, brother, watch, aren’t, weren’t, haven’t, they’d, you’d 
 

Common Suffixes 
Unit 32 
 

Skill: -ed, -er, -est, -es, -s, -ing, -less, -ness, -y, -age, -ous, -ly, -tion, -sion, -ful, -ment 
Red Words (sight words): again, against, friend 
 

 

ADDITIONAL SIGHT WORDS 
Fry Sight Words (Words 201-400) 

Fry Sight Word list-  http://www.uniqueteachingresources.com/Fry-1000-Instant-Words.html 
(*These are not spelling words) 

201. high 251. important 301. body 351. listen 

202. every 252. until 302. music 352. wind 

203. near 253. children 303. color 353. rock 

204. add 254. side 304. stand 354. space 

205. food 255. feet 305. sun 355. covered 

206. between 256. car 306. questions 356. fast 

207. own 257. mile 307. fish 357. several 

208. below 258. night 308. area 358. hold 

209. country 259. walk 309. mark 359. himself 

210. plant 260. white 310. dog 360. toward 

211. last 261. sea 311. horse 361. five 

212. school 262. began 312. birds 362. step 

213. father 263. grow 313. problem 363. morning 

214. keep 264. took 314. complete 364. passed 

215. tree 265. river 315. room 365. vowel 

216. never 266. four 316. knew 366. true 

217. start 267. carry 317. since 367. hundred 
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218. city 268. state 318. ever 368. against 

219. earth 269. once 319. piece 369. pattern 

220. eye 270. book 320. told 370. numeral 

221. light 271. hear 321. usually 371. table 

222. thought 272. stop 322. didn’t 372. north 

223. head 273. without 323. friends 373. slowly 

224. under 274. second 324. easy 374. money 

225. story 275. later 325. heard 375. map 

226. saw 276. miss 326. order 376. farm 

227. left 277. idea 327. red 377. pulled 

228. don’t 278. enough 328. door 378. draw 

229. few 279. eat 329. sure 379. voice 

230. while 280. face 330. become 380. seen 

231. along 281. watch 331. top 381. cold 

232. might 282. far 332. ship 382. cried 

233. close 283. Indian 333. across 383. plan 

234. something 284. really 334. today 384. notice 

235. seem 285. almost 335. during 385. south 

236. next 286. let 336. short 386. sing 

237. hard 287. above 337. better 387. war 

238. open 288. girl 338. best 388. ground 

239. example 289. sometimes 339. however 389. fall 

240. begin 290. mountain 340. low 390. king 

241. life 291. cut 341. hours 391. town 

242. always 292. young 342. black 392. I’ll 

243. those 293. talk 343. products 393. unit 

244. both 294. soon 344. happened 394. figure 

245. paper 295. list 345. whole 395. certain 

246. together 296. song 346. measure 396. field 

247. got 297. being 347. remember 397. travel 

248. group 298. leave 348. early 398. wood 

249. often 299. family 349. waves 399. fire 

250. run 300. it’s 350. reached 400. upon 
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2nd Grade Curriculum Requirements (Page 1 of 2) 
Using Project READ Phonics & Lesson Plans Book 

SPELLING WORDS  
Y as a Vowel -ie ai, -ay oa, -ow, -oe ea, ee, ie, -ey, ĕa 

my die say coat see 
by tie rain soap bee 
try pie aim road free 
cry lie wait load three 
fry pies pail oats tree 
tiny lied jail boat need 
why  mail loaf seed 
baby  nail soak weed 
tiny  snail throat beef 

pony  paint toast bleed 
daddy  sail coal seek 
curly  train goal week 
jelly  chain own cheek 
furry  tail snow feel 

bunny  spray show seen 
puppy  today blow heel 

mommy  pay throw queen 
ugly  play grow peel 

study  braid bowl green 
lady  drain yellow deep 
gym  chain elbow feet 
type  plain toe keep 

myself  paid hoe sweet 
funny  gain doe sleep 
happy  fail  street 
story  bait  greet 
party  way  sea 
funny  day  tea 

  hay  meat 
  gray  leaf 
  stay  cream 
  may  east 
  maybe  scream 
  birthday  team 
  Sunday  heal 
  Monday  least 
  Tuesday  wheat 
  Wednesday  lead 
  Thursday  clean 
  Friday  meal 
  Saturday  each 
    peanut 
    brief 
    grief 
    thief 
    field 
    shield 
    belief 
    key 
    monkey 
    geese 
    dead 
    thread 
    deaf 
    head 
    ready 
    lead 
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 2nd Grade Curriculum Requirements (Page 2 of 2) 
Using Project READ Phonics & Lesson Plans Book 

SPELLING WORDS  
Final consonant, -cle, -le, -dge vowel dipthongs, oo, oi, oy, ow, ou Common Suffixes 

apple boo sailed 
table zoo peeled 
uncle food cleaned 

middle soon reached 
little tooth packed 

bubble soon baked 
edge noon liked 
ledge booth landed 
judge room tested 
fudge broom colder 
ledge soon teacher 

pledge goose rocker 
badge boy deeper 

 coin oldest 
 toy coldest 
 noise loudest 
 join horses 
 oil classes 
 soil purses 
 spoil dishes 
 broil cats 
 enjoy caps 
 ouch forms 
 cow maps 
 now pets 
 how trips 
 bow cars 
 plow sinking 
 flower adding 
 owl endless 
 fowl useless 
 down fearless 
 town kindness 
 clown sickness 
 brown sadness 
 out goodness 
 found sunny 
 shout dusty 
 around windy 
 mouth postage 
 round storage 
 ground garbage 
 wound famous 
 sound joyous 
 ouch sadly 
 our softly 
 house careful 
 loud colorful 
 cloud hopeful 
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